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the Obfetvator, Of the Preffing of Seamen for Sea Serditee, The 
Laws of our Anicftors in that Affair, &c. 
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| From Cilennesday February the 14th, to Saturdap February the 17th, 1705. 
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Obf. "ELL, Conuntry-man, now out 
with your other Complaints; 
| what ate they 2 ‘ 

Country-m. The People fay you are an Enemy 
to the Liberties of the Subje@, and Freedoms of 
Englifbmen, in faying, It is Lawful to Prefs Mari- 
ners and Seamen for Sea Service. 

Obf: I would have thofe Peoplethat fay fb, do 
but half fo-much for the Liberties nd Confti- 
tution of England as I have done, and then I'll 
Thank ’em. I don't know from whence the 
Complaints arife, concerning the Illegality of 
the Prefs ; but, fince it is the Subject matter of 
Difcourfé in moft Coffee-Houies, as alfo. the 
Theme of Weekly Papers, and tho’ I’ have not 
the leaft Reafon to Juftifie the Proceedings of the 
Wifdom of the Admiralty, they being Perfons 
of fach Eminence in Learning and Knowledge 
of the Laws Marine, it feems I am fore’d to Ju- 
ftifie this Point in my own Vindication ; which 
I fhall do as fuccinéily as the Subject will bear ; 
but with this Salvo, that now I {peak only to 
Men of Sence, and not to Seribblers, that under- 
f{tand nothing of’our Laws, | 

Now, to fet this in a Cafe of true Light, we 
mult a little confider what Service ‘tis we Preis 
Men for? And what the M@m are that are Prelt 
for that Service? The firft-is for the Defence of 
the Empire of the Sea, which is undeniably a 
Right of the Crown of England, and the People 
Prefs’d for this Service; are fuch as are by Law 
obliged to it. 

This has been a Right almoft frorn the Peo- 
pling of this Ifland, and certainly ever fince Na- 


‘vigation was received among us: The Mighty 


Arthur carried his Squadrons as far as Iceland, 


‘and made the Northern People acknowledge his 


Soveraignty, even from the Englifh as far as the 
Rufian Shores. His Succeflor, Edgar, kept the 
Empire of the Ocean entire; and the Tribute of 
Danegelt, in his Time, is Memorable upon that 
Account. Nor did his Succeflors, Canutus, Eg- 
bert, Athelred, Ethelfred quit any part of this 
Empire, but Aflumed the Soveraigaty thereot, 
under no Lower Title, than Supream Lords and 
a of the Ocean, furroundtng the Brittilh 
res. 

And, after the Settlement of the Norman Race, 
we don’t find that any of our Kings did quit their 
Right te the Soveraignty of the Sea, notwith- 
{landing many Claims were made to itsas appears 
by the A ent made betweenEdward the Firlt, 
and the French King, Philip the Fair. Coke 4. Inti, 
Fol, 142. The Submiflion of the Flemmings, in 
open Pacliament: in the Reign of Edward the 
Second, is alfo Memorable. ‘[he Right of the 
Flag was, abeve 200 Years ago, Challenged by 


to take 


Hak Fobn, in that Memorable Ordinance at 


mgs ; there Decreed Univerfally 


| Place,not as a Civility, but asa Right,and who- 
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| ever should refufe, to be Treated as Enemies. I 

could fay much more of the Claims of our An+ 
ceftors ‘to the E:mpire of the Sea, which: Sove- 
raignty they maintained equally with their He 
reditary Lands, and that from true Principles 
of Policy ; for, as Cicero fays, Qui Mare tenet cists 
neceffe effe rerum Potiri. He that is Mafter of the 
sea Gominands every thing. . 

Now as the Rights of the Crown are in agréat 
Meafure the Rights of the People, I mean of a 
mix'd Monarchy as England is, the People‘ought 
to Defend that Right;.'for the Prerogatives of 
the Crown and the Liberties of the People are fo 
interwoven by Threads of Joint’ Intereit, that 
one, in Right of himfelf, is bound’to Support _ 
the Right of the other; asin thisCa(e, the French 
King, at this time, Difputes the Soveraignt of 
the Sea with the Queen of England, if Her Ma- 
jelty Lofes Her Empire of the Sea, the Subjects, 
of Courfe, muft Lote their Right of Trade, and 
the Benefit of their Factorics and Plantations 
Abroad ; ,and pray how (hall thefe two Interefts 
be fupported, but.by the Mutual Affiftance of 
the Parties concerned? —_-- i 

But to come to the Point with thofe that af- .— 
firm Prefling of Men is contrary to Law. Iftit — 
be according to Law to Prefs Vellels or Ships of 7 
what Nature or, Nation foever,that fhallbe!ound 
Riding in the Ports or Havens of any Prince or 
State; certainly fich a Prefsis much more Lawe | 
ful, when it is Executed on. the Subjects of the — 
fame Realm ; for tiis does not Divelt the Ow> ~ 
ners of their Property, they Have the fame da- ~ 
tereft in their. Ships, and are: Paid Wages-and 
Freight, according to 23 Ed. 7. Rot. 77. in the ~ 
Exchequer. And thus the Grecians, by thé “Ads a 
vice of Zenophon Seized on Ships of all Nations ~ 
that were in their Ports, but provided Food and ~ 
Wages for the Marriners in the Service, De Ex- 
peditione Cyri. AAP PR weer. 

The Laws of our Anceftors did allow the King 
to Seize, as appears by more Records than we 


can mention. at prefent. It was one of the Are 


ticles of Enquiry among others, Item, Soit in gaits 
de Neifs oat Sont Arefien pour le Sereice da Roy 
ou de I? Admiral, €7-debreijant le Arrefe. "Then 
follows, Oxdonne eftoit en temps du Roy Richard 
le.primier a Grimsby par advife de Plufeurs Seige : 
neurs, du Royaume, que quand Neifs feromt Arreflem. — 
&c. and that upon fuch Arrefts broken the Pars ™ 
ties unuft be Punifhed, 12 Edw. 3. in the Blacks @ 
Book Ea Ofte ada; pag. 26, 27. 19,11. Re 
2,\m. vide de Ofte. tral Anglia, per tons 
Art. 10, Md Sak ? as 4 ie" 

Afthe Admiral, by the Kings Comotand, did 
Arreft a Ship, and make a Return thereof into 
Chancery, no Mafter or Owner of the Ship fo Age 
réfted, was allowed to Plead againft the Ri aia | 
pur ceo que LP Admiral & fon Lieutenant Somt de- 
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| “Convicted before the Admital devant f Admiral, the 
ge Thin OF Cooftkacad vo the Kiog and this feems wa be. 
©  —_ provided for in che latrer Claufe of 15ch 4 
i. coment | Awe eo far it teicing jut of a Alece 
every Year, you find te benalries on Del 4 the whole 
is too tee to mentia®, bur che Learned and Curious may Ge 
fatnfied out of Sir Henry Spelwan's Verfion of the Saxen Co- 
+ bat the Anticnr Copm hath ic more largely. Spetsigni 
Fol $23. Expedisio Navalis. 

The Kings of Angland, in all Ages, have, Sy cheir Writs 
and Parents GCoinmanded, not only the Admiral; but the War- 
dens of the Cinque-Ports to Arreft Ships of War and other Vef- 
fels, and: Imprefs Scamen and Marrincrs, for the Defence of 
the Sea and Realn againft Fordign Enemies.” RotsScouiz to 


ian 





R. 2 cap. 3. 







Marriners or Fifhermen thas Prefsd, arc vor to be Employ'd 
in aby Service as Soidicrs but as Marriners only, 1 Eli¢ cap. 
13. tide Stat. 16. 17. Car. i. C. 14. 

And fo diligent have former Ages been in Secu- 
tiog of Men for the Service of che: Navy, ‘thar’ it 
is Staroced and Ordained, that fach Wacermen as fhall with- 

draw themfelves in Time‘ of Preffing, the!ll be imprifoned for 
a fortnighr, and be Prohibited co Row on the Thames. 2 
and 3. Pbil. and M.C. 16. 
. Sach as have Argued beft zpainft che Kings Preffing Men 
©. for che Wars, have bronght this as Objection, That other Pro. 
©.  vifion has been made, that he was ferved either by thofe that 
held by Tenure, thofe chat Covenanted to provide Men, or 
thofe who ContraGed with che Kings Officers for Wages, and 
enter'd into Pay. Bur rhis only excended to thofe Wars that 
were by Land, Videthe ffl Inflituses, Fol. 71. and not one 
| Word in all the 4&s or Rolls, do make the leaft mention of 
~~ Mariners; and yet what vaft Fleets were there in thofe days? 
~ But the A& made Anno 12. Car 2. for taking away the Court 
of Wards and Liveries, and Tenures in Capite, and by Knights 
Service, having Difabled the Crown from former Supports. 
_ We cannor be unfenfible that fome other Provifion muft have 
~ been made. fot the Support of the:-Crown and Realm, in 
- lieu thereof. | 
“Bat my Poinris the Sea Service. The Statute before-men- 
- tioned, which provides Punifhment for Watermen, who ab- 
_ féond from che P refs, does Evidence what the common Law 
- wisto the Right of Preffing, which certainly would Punifh 
> thote they could not Prefs.Of the Antient Records chat mentions 
> Perfons fabje@ to Prefs by Caw, t fhalj only inftance thar of 
\ 4 E, 3. commonly call'd: The Inguifiion of Queenborough, 2 
_ 4pril. inthe Black-Book of the’ Admiralty. 32, 335 34 Art. 
© and Fal, 69, Art. 10. wherein it was exprelly in Charge, to 
> enquire of thofe Marrincrs thac. were Preffed in che Kings Ser- 
vice, and had Deferred the fame. By rhe other Article by 
Roughton, it is exprefs ‘in Charge ro the fury to prefene chote 
brake the Kings Arreft, in order to their Punifhment. tn 
Evidence whereof Ill, give you the Oath which the Jury then 
-r00k, | ting Impannell'd, as 1 find it in the Englifh of char. 


|< This Bere, foe my Lord the Admiral, That 1A 8 (hall well and 
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Ty ne, then ferve at this Court of the Admiralty, prefent at moch as 
TZ have acknowleche, or may have, by Information of eny of my 
ows, of all mane Articles or Cir ces that touchen the 






























Court of the Admirace and Law of the Sea, the which fhall be grate 
"to me at this time, and I a Sworn or Charged, and of alt 
ber shat may renew in my Minde, and it fball for nothing letse, 






of loft of Goednee, 


Hatred, Envye, Enemitee, for dread 
» the Kings Counfeils, “my 


tone other Caxje that I fball fo 




















Terares fo God me help at the Hely-Dome, and by this Book. 

‘Phe Enauiry was sot more fii than the t was 

at, Hem, Qui fugiet 2 Domino vel Socio {uo pro Timidirate 
pli, wel A o tis in ConduSione Herctochij Jui in Expeditione Na- 

‘wali vel Terrefivi, perdat Omne quod fuam ef', ey Juam ipfius vi- 

tam, marns mitiat Dominus ad terram quam. ei aatea dederat, 
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We that Defersed his Admiral loft por only his Inheritance, his 
avardi Fol. 139. 13- Car, 2. cap.9. ier : 
‘Ecould be very large .on this Subje® againft thofe. thar 














ye no Laws, nor can have any) 
@being contrary co Magna Chayta. | remember 
“Wrote a whole ra, being Notes om 
‘of | Charia, wherein I plainly prov’d 
es of the Sailors were contraty to the Rights of 
, and for this 1 was chen Atpers'd by che very fame 
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Spon me now: For my 


pert, | chink the” 


nd if a Ship break che Arreft,and it the Mafter or Owner 


Erbelzed, called. the. ; 


E. 3. i. 2. co 19, and then t0.24 intes ey dors to 23. Bic \ 


— <a, 


for our Lord the King, and well. and truly at this 


lows, mine owae, will and truly bele what oure Frande or Ma- 


ws. for Preffing - 
ee. 
oof 


‘take the Liberty ro Refic@ om the Iilegaliy of - 


_ fon 


- in Grace-Church-Street. . 


ner of Fxprefs Covenanting with God. By 
nifter of the Gospel in Scotland: To which is added a Preface, 





I ant certain the Liberties of agtifimen are ti wai thofe the 
Mey 


for Sea Service, overlook their other Abnfes, which 
feems to me as if this prefene Cavil was defigned on 


to ferve @ Turn 5nd. chat now we are om eka 
in oat Naval Affairs, and have Admirals, we fhould we, 


Seamen to enable ‘gm to Anlwer the ExpeCtations of 4, 
Kingdour from their.Service. 

1 have fhown you in Part, Honeft Coustry-man, the Method. 
and Laws of-our Fore-Fathers;. in Equipping: the Navy; 
fhail, in due time, tell you what may be donc as well as wh, 
bas been done, as alfo the true Reafons why we want Seamen, 


| and that not without fome RefleGions on the Abufes of Pre’ 


fing Men for Sea Service, a¢cotding to my ‘Obfervation; 
17. Years laft pat. And who knows but ic may procure fome 
good A& for the Regulating the Office of Lord High Admin,) 
for which I have Solicited both Houfes of Parliament for abou; 
10 Years laft paft. owever; if 1 Vindicacé my felf, and 5 
the Eyes of the People im this Point, Ihave one part of my 
Aim, 

Country-m. Weli, Mafter, God 
a Friend ‘to the Sailors, 


for 


blefs you, you have ever beey 


Advertifements. . 


A Pacqnet from’ Parnaffus : Or,.a Collegtiot of Papers, viz. 

1. On 4 Bowl of Punch.; Written by a Gentleman of Oxford. 
2, A Maer between Monarchy and Demacracy. 3. A Letter 
toa New Member of Parliamenr 4. A Dialogue ‘between the 
late L——~ L =, Doétor Con——ft and Charon. 5. 4 lone 
Prologue to a foort and Ul-Aéted Play, Spoken by a Gentlewomar 
at Oxford. €. Luck without Labour: Or, what was beyond Expe- 
Elation, 7. The Lyar? A Dialogue between Dick Banter, and Tom 
Telltroth : Done out of Latin... 8.4 Letter from Mr. P— to 
Mr. S——.> 9. Several Sentences apply'd by Pasquin to feveral 
Princesand Cowntvies. in.Europe. In Latin and Englifh. 10. 4n 
Elegiac Ode on the Death of Mr, Rithard Robins. Vol. 1, Numb. 
1. Price 6 d. 
Tee Second part of a Pacquet from Parnaffius: Or, a Colleéti- 

on of Papers, viz. 1. An Effay on Variety, 2, Adviceto the 
Unfortunate. 3. An Encomium ox Pritice Eugene, Dedicated to 
the French King, for the ufeof the Dauphin. In Latin: 4. The 
Whim, Dedicated to twe Kines, &c. 5, The Modern Lawyer in Imi- 
tation of Erafimus,: 6: On the Defcent.of the Germans from the 
Alps to Verona, and their Afcent from the Aquaduét inte Cremo- 
na, 7.4 Prologue defign’d for Tamerlane, but never Spoke: Writ- 
ten by Doctor G. 8. An Ode in Imitation of Horace’s ath of the 2d, 
Book, Sc. By J. H. 9. A Bembaftical Letter to a Bombaftical Par- 
to. A Paradox in praife of War.. 11. On the Art of Paint< 
ing. 12. The Play-houte. A Satyr, By-T. G. Gent, 13> On 
the advancerrent of Poetry: 14. On the. preference of Oronoko- 
Tobacco fy the Dutch. 15. The Dawn. Done put of Latin. 16. 
On Content. In Latin.and peie. 17. On Eternity. 18. On the 








gp og 4 Iv French aad Englith. 19. O% His Late Maje/2y, 
rice 6d. DE Pag | 
Neland’s Happinefs confider’d, in fome Expedients: Viz. 1 of 


the Care of Relition. 2 Of Unith among ft all Proteftants, 

Of Reformation of Manners. 4 Of Rettraining fuch Prefins as are 
Enemies to the Chriftian Religion 1x General, or. to theProtefant 
Religion in Particular, Wurnbly offer’ to the Confiderarion of 
both Honfes of Parliament. By John: Tutchin, Gent. Author of 


the. rvators.. Price 6d. 
All Three Sold by. #. How, at the Seven-Stars in Talbot-Court, 
Lately Publifbed 


Satyr againft Wine: With a Roem in praife of Small-Beer. 
A Written by aGentleman in a Peaver. eccafion’d by hard 
Drinking.” Price 6d, The way to be Wifer: Or, a-Leéture for 
a Libertine, with other choice mit gs the fame Hand. Price 
6d, Both Sold by B. Bragg, at the. Blew-ball, in Avemary- 
Lane: Where may be had the Diverting-po/?, in Sets orj fingie 


onesatid.each 7 
ft nas ee : ster eee 
E Chriftians great Intereft: In “Two parts. | 1: ‘The Trial of 
TH faving intereft-in Chrift, 2. How coattain with Bice Nd 
illiam Guthrie, Mi« 


giving iome Account and Chara€ter of the Author, by the Reve- 
rend Mr. Rebert Trail. Price Bownd 1s, Sold by S, Malthus, 
in London-Houfe-Yard, at the Weft-End of St. Paw/s. Where is 
to be had Mully of Mountown, a Poem. By the Author of the 


Tale of a Tub. ; 
Newly Publifbed 
Reat -Brittains Triumph : Or, a Triumphal Arch Mutated 
with the following particulars, 12 The battles of Schelé 
and Blenheim, witha brief Relation’of all thé Advantages gain’ 
over the Enemiesin both. 2. A Lift ofthe Princi | French Of- 


ficers taken Prifoners,as alfo of the Troops that furrender’d at Dig- 
‘cretion. 3. A _Deicription of the Standardsend Colours that were) 
takén. An Account of their Proceflion from the Tower.of London 


In a broad Sheet, Dedicated to pr te the Men 
milies in England, &c. of His Grace Fohbn Duke | 
‘Sold'by S. hus, in London-Hom{e-Yard; and. at 


the rie - 


Head, in the Savoy-Church-Yard, Price 2d. Cow : 
others, that are diipoted to have any & of thefe Sheers 
iat ya the pices seve 


in all e 


have very geod Allowance for the 
















§ of Equity 20d Jaftice are rhe faake in all Reigns § bac | Named, ee ; 
Ree * ‘London, Printéd for the Author, Tobe: Tutcbin, 1705. 
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